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India. Besides this, he turned his arms against Indian
princes, deposing those who favoured the British and
putting friends of his own in their places.

Using Sepoys, however, was a game that two could

ciive at play at. There was an Englishman in India who soon
rcot" showed that he could beat Dupleix with his own weapons
This was a clerk in the Company's service named Robert
Clive. With a handful of 500 men he marched upon the
town of Arcot in 1751. The defenders fled at the sight
of his troops. He fortified himself there, and was at once
besieged by Dupleix with 10,000 men. For fifty days his
little force held out against every assault. So devoted
were Clive's Sepoys to their British leader that when food
ran short they offered to give their share of rice to the
Europeans, saying that the water in which it was boiled
would be enough for themselves* At last Dupleix retired
in despair. This defence of Arcot saved the British power
in the South of India.

New work was soon ready for Clive's hand. The
Nawab of Bengal, Surajah Dowlah, had marched on Cal-
cutta, taken prisoner all the Europeans, and thrust them
into the dungeon since called the Black Hole of Calcutta.
One hundred and forty-six were put in; but so fearful
was the heat in the tiny space, and so terrible the struggle
to get water from the guards at the window, that next
morning only twenty-three came out alive, Clive's ven-

Battie of geance came swiftly.   He marched against Surajah Dow- \
"rsr! lah, and met him at Plasscy.   It was another example of
how formidable Europeans and Sepoys could be to an j
untrained Asiatic host* The Nawab's men were 53,000 to ;
Clive's 3000, but they were utterly beaten. The Nawab was;
dethroned, and a friend of the Company put in his place.
Clive did much for India besides winning battles;
he prevented the Company's officials trading for them-
selves and taking bribes;  he introduced a purer system